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Definition of Culture

= Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and
Definitions, Kroeber v. Kluckholn (1952)

= \Western Culture goes back to Greco-Roman
roots and Christianity.

= \World view harkens back to the Pax Romana.

= 19" Century Social Darwism, comparison of
civilization.




A view of Late Qing Chinese Law

“"With Chinese law we are carried back to a
position whence, we can survey so to speak, a
living past and converse with fossil men”,
Parker China Review, Vol 8(p. 6 Jamieson,
Chinese Family and Commercial Law)
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Corpus Juris
Civlis AD 529
534

THE CODE OF OUR LORD THE
MOST SACRED EMPEROR
JUSTINIAN.

SECOND EDITION. BOOK 1.
TITLE L.

CONCERNING THE MOST

EXALTED TRINITY AND THE =7 5N

CATHOLIC FAITH, AND IR R oo
PROVIDING THAT No ONE SHALL \ |1 et

DARE TO PUBLICLY OPPOSE { :

THEM.

1. The Emperors Gratian, Valentinian,
and Theodosius to the people of the
City of Constantinople.

(1) We order all those who follow
this law to assume the name of
Catholic Christians, and considering
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Corpus Juris Civilis AD 529 -534

Codex - Digesta-Instituiones-Novella

THE INSTITUTES OF OUR LORD JUSTINIAN.

BOOKI.

TITLEI

(2)

(2)

(3)

CONCERNING JUSTICE AND LAW.

Justice is the constant and perpetual desire to give to each one that to
which he is entitled.

Jurisprudence is the knowledge of matters divine and human, and the
comprehension of what is just and what is unjust.

These divisions being generally understood, and We being about to
explain the laws of the Roman people, it appears that this may be most
conveniently done if separate subjects are at first treated in a clear and
simple manner, and afterwards with greater care and exactness; for if We,
at once, in the beginning, load the still uncultivated and inexperienced
mind of the student with a multitude and variety of details, We shall
bring about one of two things; that is, We shall either cause him to
abandon his studies, or, by means of excessive labor — and also with that
distrust which very frequently discourages young men — conduct him to
that point to which, if led by an easier route, he might have been brought
more speedily without much exertion and without misgiving.

The following are the precepts of the Law: to live honestly, not to injure

DE IUSTITIAET IURE. lustitia est constans et
perpetua voluntas ius suum cuique

tribuens. 1. lurisprudentia est divinarum atque
humanarum rerum notitia, iusti atque iniusti scientia.

2. His generaliter cognitis et incipientibus nobis
exponere iura populi Romani ita maxime videntur posse
tradi commodissime, si primo levi ac simplici, post deinde
diligentissima atque exactissima interpretatione singula
tradantur. alioquin si statim ab initio rudem adhuc et
infirmum animum studiosi multitudine ac varietate
rerum oneraverimus, duorum alterum aut desertorem
studiorum efficiemus aut cum magno labore eius, saepe
etiam cum diffidentia, quae plerumque iuvenes avertit,
serius ad id perducemus ad quod leniore via ductus sine
magno labore et sine ulla diffidentia maturius perduci
potuisset.

3. luris praecepta sunt haec: honeste vivere, alterum non
laedere, suum cuique tribuere.
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The Magna Carta
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“*Nullum vendemus, nulli
negabimus aut differemus
rectum aut justiciam”

“To no one will we sell,
to no one deny or delay
right or justice”.
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Code Civil Des
Francais

O CODE CIVIL

FRANCAIS.

« Ma vraie gloire n’est pas
d’avoir gagné quarante ADTION ONATE FE IR 8
batailles ; Waterloo effacera
le souvenir de tant de
victoires ; ce que rien
n’effacera, ce qui vivra
eternellement, c’est mon
Code Civil ». Napoléon
Bonaparte A PARIS,

DE DIMPRIMERIE DE LA REPUBLIQUE
A XIL —i18ad.
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French Civil Code

BOOK IlI. Of Property, and the Different Modifications of Property
Decreed 25th of January, 1804. Promulgated February 4th.
TITLEI.

Of the Distinction of Property.

516  All property is moveable orimmoveable.

CHAPTERI.

Of Immoveable Property.

517  Property isimmoveable either by its nature, or by its destination,
or by the objects to which it is applied.

518 The soil of the earth and buildings are immoveable by their nature.

TITLEIIL
Of the Distinction of Property.
Decreed the 27th of January, 1804. Promulgated the 6th of February.

544  Property is the right of enjoying and disposing of things in the
most absolute manner, provided they are not used in a way

L 2, DES BIENS

des biens, et des différentes modifications de

la proprieté

titre premier

de la distinction des biens

(décrété le 4 pluvidse an xii. Promulgué le 14 du
méme mois)

516. Tous les biens sont meubles ou immeubles.
Chapitre premier

des immeubles

517. Les biens sont immeubles, ou par leur nature,
ou par leur destination, ou par I' objet auquel ils

s’ appliquent.

518. Les fonds de terre et les batimens sont
immeubles par leur nature.

Titre ii

de la propriété

(décrété le 6 pluviose an xii. Promulgué le 16 du
méme mois)

544. La propriété est le droit de jouir et disposer
des choses de la maniére la plus absolue, pourvu
qu' on n’ en fasse pas un usage prohibé par les lois
ou par les réglemens.

545. Nul ne peut étre contraint de céder sa
propriété, si ce n' est pour cause d' utilité publique, et
moyennant une juste et préalable indemnité.

546. La propriéte d' une chose, soit mobiliére, soit
immobiﬁére, donne droit sur tout ce qu' elle
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